Fujitsu to launch cloud
offering in Singapore

Japanese giant to invest US$40 million here to beef up data centre and offer enterprise cloud services,
reports RAJU CHELLAM

APANESE giant Fujitsu
Corp has picked Singa-
pore as its first country
in Asia to launch its
cloud computing initia-
tive and will offer large-
and medium-sized com-
panies secure private,
public, and hybrid clouds.

The company’s subsidiary, Fu-
jitsu Asia, will invest US$40 mil-
lion on its cloud initiative and the
services will be launched in early
2011.

“We chose Singapore for our
cloud computing initiative be-
cause Singapore is the most
cloud-ready in Asia,” Fujitsu’s To-
kyo-based senior executive vice-
president Richard Christou told
BizIT in an interview. “We will st
up a global cloud platform in Sin-
gapore from which cloud services
can be deployed across Asia.”

Mr Christou, who's also Fujit-
su's head of global business, said
the cloud platform in Singapore
will be one of five globally.

“We have a cloud platform in
Japan already and are also look-
ing at Australia,” he said. “Howev-
er, for South-east Asia, Singapore
is a hub that meets all our require-
ments, including a robust infra-
structure, internmational hand-
width connectivity and a pro-
cloud government.”

He was in Singaporc recently
to meet customers and govern-
ment officials and to finalise Fujit-
su’s cloud strategy for Asia.

“We’ve also decided that Singa-
pore will be the first country for
our Iaa$ (Infrastructure as a Serv-
ice) offering for SAP customers,”
he added.

"SAP customers can look for-
ward to cost savings of 30 per
cent or more while ensuring that

service levels are met for their
mission-critical applications.”

Fujitsu Asia runs three DCs
(data centres) in Singapore where
it offers both managed and co-lo-
cation services. “The US$40 mil-
lion includes setting up a new DC,
as well as beefing up our existing
facilities,” Mr Christou said.

“We can provide private
clouds for large businesses, and
the whole gamut of cloud offer-
ings - including IaaS, PaaS (Plat-
form as a Service), SaaS (Soft-
ware as a Service) and StaaS
(Storage as a Service) — for medi-
um-sized businesses, or ones
with 50 to 999 employees.”

Globally, the company will in-
vest US$1.1 billion this fiscal year
in cloud-related businesses, up
54 per cent over last year.

“We plan to train 5,000 cloud
specialists globally by 2012)”

Mr Christou said. “We will also be
restructuring the company and
our businesses to operate in a
cloud environment. Our aim is te
generate US$17 billion in cloud-
related revenues worldwide by
2016. That compares with US$14
million in cloud-related revenues
today, mostly from laaS.”

Mr Christou is a British nation-
al and the only non-Japanese on
the top management team at Fujit-

-su. In Japan, Fujitsu’s cloud com-

puting services is headed by Ka-
zuo Ishida.

“Fujitsu has been developing
its cloud computing technologies
hy looking at changes in society
and how technology can help peo-
ple cope with those changes -
what we call a human-centric
standpoint,” Mr Ishida said in a
statement.

“In Japan, we have been suc-

cessful in conducting trials involv-
ing ICT infrastructures in areas
such as agriculture and health-
care. Through these offerings, we
aim to become a leader in provid-
ing these types of services around
the world.”

Fujitsu is the world’s third-
largest IT services provider. The
Takyo-headquartered giant cm-
ploys 175,000 staff in 70 coun-
tries and reported revenues of
US$50 billion for its last fiscal
year ended March 31, 2010.

Fujitsu hegan operations in
Singapore in 1973 to provide IT
solutions to companies in manu-
facturing, telecoms, insurance,
and services providers.

The group now employs 500
staff here. [t recently set up a bio-
medical lab at Biopolis and a joint
collaboration with A*Star for
R&D on peta-scale computing
apps using supercomputers.

‘We will set up a
global cloud platform
in Singapore . . !
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